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California Association of

Clerks and Election Officials

CATHY DARLING ALLEN, PRESIDENT
Shasta County Clerk
1643 Market Street, Redding, CA 96001
530-225-5166 * Fax 530-225-5454 * Cell 530-604-2655
E-Mail:  cdarling@co.shasta.ca.us  
Website: www.caceo58.org 
January 7, 2014

 

The Honorable Katcho Achadjian, Chair

Assembly Local Government Committee

State Capitol, Room 4098

 

Re:
Assembly Bill 194 (Campos), re: Open Meetings: Protection for 



Public Criticism



California Association of Clerks and Election Officials…OPPOSE

 

Dear Assemblymember Achadjian:

 

The California Association of Clerks and Election Officials (CACEO) opposes Assembly Bill 194 (Campos), as amended on January 6, 2014.  The measure would provide that any interested member of the public or the district attorney may seek a judicial determination that an action taken by a legislative body is null and void if the legislative body violated Government Code Section 54954.3 regarding public comment.  The measure is scheduled to be heard in your Committee on Wednesday, January 15, 2014.

 

Existing law permits the district attorney or any interested person to commence an action by mandamus or injunction to obtain a judicial determination that an action taken by a legislative body violated certain sections of the Brown Act.  AB 194 would amend Section 54960.1 to add any violation of Section 54954.3, regarding public comment—not limited to subdivision (c) dealing with criticism of the public body—to the list of Brown Act sections subject to legal action.

 

Making any alleged violation of Section 54954.3 subject to this process potentially would subject a board of supervisors and other county boards, committees and commissions to additional costly litigation brought by any person.  For example, a person could file a court action at any time he/she believed these other legislative bodies—which number in the thousands around the State—failed to adopt “reasonable regulations” that allow the public to “directly address the legislative body on any item of interest to the public.”

 

We believe that the safeguards already contained in the Brown Act are sufficient.

 

CACEO urges that you hold AB 194 in Committee.

 

Sincerely,

 

Matt Siverling

Legislative Advocate

CC:
Each Member/Consultant, Assembly Local Government Committee
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